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We would welcome the opportunity to present a verbal submission to the committee.
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Introduction
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Key Points
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Recommendations
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Discussion

The Right to Breastfeed
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The Convention on the Rights of the Child recognises the right of the child to be
looked after by his or her parents, not to be separated from them against their will
and the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health
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A successful prison mother-baby unit needs an appropriate physical environment
and good support systems for the mothers and babies involved.
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Optimal breastfeeding extends well beyond six months, into the second year and
beyond
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Breastfeeding is a valuable source of nutrition and disease protection for as long as
breastfeeding continues.
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Breastfeeding strengthens the bond between the mother and infant leading to
improved psychological and social outcomes in later life
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Breastfeeding is good for the mother’s health, reducing the risk of pre-menopausal
breast cancer, ovarian cancer, endometrial cancer, osteoporosis, and rheumatoid
arthritis
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